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129 (Dragon) BATTERY ROYAL ARTILLERY
In 1947 the Battery was re-designed as 129 (Dragon) Field Battery RA and began services with 40th Field Regiment RA in Dortmund at the inception of the Regiment.

The Battery saw service in the Canal Zone, Egypt in 1954 before spending 2 years from 1955-1957 performing security duties against EOKA terrorists in Cyprus.

The Battery next saw action in Borneo in 1965-1966 where indirect support of C Coy 2/10 Ghurkha Rifles, LCpl Rambahadur Limbu won the Victoria Cross and Lt Douglas Fox RA (the FOO) in the same action was awarded the Military Cross.

In 1973 the Battery undertook its first of four deployments to Northern Ireland as part of Op BANNER, with subsequent deployments in 1975, 1977 and 1995.

The Battery was part of the coalition force sent to liberate Kuwait in 1991 during Op GRANBY, serving with 7th Armoured Brigade in both Kuwait and Iraq.

1997 saw the first of three deployments as part of Op PALESTER in Bosnia, with subsequent deployments in 1999 and 2001.

On the 26th March 1998 the Battery was cadreised and placed in suspended animation.
On the 1st December 1999 the Battery was reformed and re-equipped with AS90.

In 2003 the Battery Tac Group deployed once more to Iraq as part of Op TELIC 1. Upon returning to the UK many of the Tac Group provided backfill for the Regimental deployment as part of Op TELIC 2.

On the 18th March 2005 the Battery was cadreised once more, losing the Gun Group and leaving just the Battery Tac Group on the Regimental ORBAT.

In November 2006 the Battery Tac Group deployed with 40th Regiment on Op TELIC 9, with the members of the Battery being split amongst the rest of the Regiment and deployed to all areas of the British AOR.

On the 1st September 2008 the Battery Tac Group was re-subordinated to 4th Regiment RA, which ended 61 years of service with 40th Regiment RA, which was the longest of any of the regiments Batteries.

In 2009 the Battery deployed to BATUS on Ex MEDMAN, this was the Battery’s last armoured exercise, post exercise the Battery converted to the light role.
In March 2010 the Battery deployed to Afghanistan as part of Op HERRICK 12, where they deployed to Nahre-Saraj South in support of 1 Royal Ghurkha Rifles.

In September 2012 until March 2013 the Battery deployed again to Afghanistan, this time as part of Op HERRICK 17, where they deployed in NES and NDA Districts.

In January 2014 the Battery deployed on a Regimental Exercise, Ex SUNDERLAND DAGGER.
In April 2014 the Battery deployed to Kenya in support of the 2nd Royal Ghurkha Rifles Battle Group on Ex ASKARI THUNDER.
In June 2014 the Battery was deployed on Op COMET which was a high alert readiness posture for the 2014 London Olympics.

In January 2015 one of battery’s FST’s were deployed to Kenya for Ex ASKARI STORM with 3/29 Battery in support of 2 Scots Battle group.

In February 2015 the Battery deployed on a Regimental Exercise and Ex STEEL SABRE in Otterburn.

In July 2015 the Battery deployed on a Regimental Exercise in Otterburn and Ex STEEL DRAGON.

In October 2015 the Battery started preparation for Exercise ASKARI STORM by conducting Live Fire Tactical Training (LFTT) in Otterburn.

In October 2015 the Battery deployed to Kenya in support of the 2 Mercian Battle Group on Ex ASKARI STORM.
Throughout 2016, 129 (Dragon) Battery are a part of the Very High Readiness Joint Task Force (VJTF), with elements at R1 and R2 readiness state.  The VJTF will deploy on various exercises in Spain and Poland, throughout 2016. 
